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Purpose

When it comes to buying a laptop for college, 
which  laptop  is  the  right  one  to  buy?  The 
purpose of this study was to determine why 
University  of  South  Florida  students  are 
choosing to purchase Mac laptops instead of 
PCs.  According  to  a  survey  conducted  by 
Morgan  Stanley  analyst  Katy  Huberty,  40 
percent of college students say that their next 
computer purchase will be a Mac.

Methodology
 
Our  study  was  conducted  on  why  USF 
students  choose  to  buy  Macintosh  (Macs) 
computers  instead  of  other  brands  of  PCs, 
like  Toshiba,  Gateway,  and  Sony.  Five 
students  who  have  purchased  Macs  were 
observed,  photographed  and  interviewed 
using  their  computers.  The  ethnography 
project was conducted from May 24 through 
May 27, 2009. 

Results

Many Students at USF were motivated to buy 
a MAC laptop because they are aesthetically 
pleasing  compared  to  PCs.  For  example, 
many students love their Macs because they 
are  portable,  light  weight,  and trendy vs.  a 

bulky  PC.  It  became  evident  that  many 
students feel a Mac will make them feel as if 
they  fit  into  the  college  student  lifestyle. 
Other students purchased Macs because they 
are a good value even though they are more 
expensive  then PCs.  It  appeared  that  many 
students felt the Mac provides the most bang 
for your buck compared to a PC. It was also 
clear that Macs have a practically no risk of 
downloading  a  virus.  This  along  with  the 
other reasons offers a more dependable and 
smarter option for USF students. 

Conclusion

After conducting the ethnographic study, we 
concluded  that  students  have  a  variety  of 
reasons  for  choosing  a  Mac  versus  a  PC. 
Macs are trendy, lightweight, easy to operate, 
and there are no known written viruses for an 
Apple computer. Even though some PCs are 
cheaper for college students, the benefits of a 
Mac laptop outweigh the price, which is not 
bad  when  Apple  offers  special  deals  for 
college students. 

“I  also  like  the  look of  Mac.  They are  so 
different from other laptops, and I think that 
Mac will  definitely match my personality”- 
Megan

“I wanted a computer that would last me 
throughout my college years and it has 
definitely proven itself useful”- Demetria

“My MAC allows me to do a variety of 
things on it and have no worries about 
viruses or malfunction issues. Apple is great 
about producing quality products”- Corey
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